
 256

 

African Education Indices, Volume 10 No. 1, November, 2017. ISSN 2276 – 982X 

CULTURAL ISSUES IN OPEN EDUCATIONAL 
RESOURCES IN AFRICA – THE NIGERIAN EXPERIENCE  

 

 
R .R .R .R .    M .M .M .M .    A bohoA bohoA bohoA boho    

Department of Educational Foundations and General Studies,  
University of Agriculture, Makurdi, 

Benue State. 
 
 

Tavershim a JacobTavershim a JacobTavershim a JacobTavershim a Jacob     A sem aA sem aA sem aA sem a     
Department of Social Studies, 

College of Education, Katsina-Ala, 
Benue State. 

 
 and 

 
Patricia N gounduPatricia N gounduPatricia N gounduPatricia N goundu     A sem aA sem aA sem aA sem a     
Department of Social Studies 

College of Education, Katsina-Ala 
Benue State. 

 
 
Abstract  

The paper discusses cultural issues in open educational resources in Nigeria.  
The concept of open educational resources has been defined as any 
instructional material that is created and made open for use by teachers and 
the learners during teaching/learning process. The importance of open 
educational resources has also been examined to include new ways of 
interacting, sharing and exchanging knowledge.  The study further examined 
the objectives and advantages of open Educational Resources in Africa. Also 
included in the discussion are based learning and culture with open 
educational resources. The study made some conclusions and 
recommendations which include that the curriculum of open educational 
resources should be developed to embrace all the educational levels in Africa 
and many countries in the world.       
 

 
Human beings create, learn, share and adapt to culture. The study of culture 

examines the socially transmitted beliefs, values, institutions, behaviours and way of 
life of a group of people.   Igbo (2003) defined culture as a system of ideas, values, 
beliefs, knowledge and customs transmitted from generation to generation. Culture 
also encompasses other cultural attributes and products such as language, literature, 
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music, arts and food.  Culture is dynamic and can change overtime.   It is also noted 
that the culture of every society is unique and peculiar, and contains a set of norms and 
values that are different from society to society and from one country to another.   

In relation to the subject matter, Maduewesi, Aboho and Okwuedei (2010), 
stated that every society has a culture and it is the duty of the school to inculcate 
through the instrumentality of curriculum the practical aspects of education whose 
duty it is to inculcate. This means that culture, educational curriculum and society are 
inter-related. This is because the curriculum of education is planned and implemented 
geared towards the culture and nature of the society.  

Emphasis in our educational system has now been shifted towards   the 
development of science and technology. For instance, the use of information and 
communication technology (ICT) is highly recognized.    The internet makes possible 
the creation and sharing of global intellectual resources of teaching and learning 
materials (Buckler, 2012).  Most recently, the philosophy and development of open 
educational resources in Africa is beginning to offer universal access to learning 
resources to improve educational opportunities in diverse geographically dispersed 
educational communities. Cultural issues in open educational resources have potential 
to celebrate diversity and to embrace the voice of the local environment and the 
resources to support learning without the creation of new original materials in each 
learning situation, giving access to high quality materials for those working in poorly 
resourced environment. 

Wolfenden (2008) maintained that the interest in teacher education and the use 
of open educational resources is to support teacher educators in sharing their 
intellectual capacities, particularly in a resource challenged environment. He further 
stressed that access to high quality and sound learning materials is frequently inhibited 
by the inability of African educational institutions to afford them. Consequently, 
learning materials are scarce at all levels of the system.  
 

Concept of Open Educational Resources 
The idea of open educational resources has numerous working definitions. 

Wolfenden (2008) defined it as any educational resource including curriculum, maps, 
course materials, textbooks, streaming videos, multimedia applications, podcasts or 
other materials that have been designed for use in teaching and learning that are openly 
available for educators and students without the accompanying need to pay royalties or 
licence fees to operate. 

Buckler (2012) defined open educational resources as teaching, learning and 
research resources that reside in the public or have been released under an intellectual 
property licence that permits their free use and re-purposing by others. Open 
educational resources include full courses, course materials, modules, software, 
textbooks and all other tools, materials or techniques used to support access to 
knowledge. The term was firstly coined at UNESCO 2002 forum on open course ware 
designates, teaching, learning and research materials in any medium, digital or 
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otherwise that resides in the public domain and has been released under an open 
license that permits no-cost to access use. 

According to the Organization for Economic CO-operation and Development 
in Wolfenden (2008), open educational resources are digitised materials offered freely 
and openly for educators, students and self-learners to use and reuse for 
teaching/learning and research. Open educational resources originated from the 
development of open and distance learning with great potential to support educational 
transformation. Its educational values lie in the idea of using resource as an integral 
method of communication of curriculum in educational courses. It is a research and 
current development project working to improve the quality of learning and external 
access to university-led teacher education. Since its inception, the teacher education in 
Africa from many institutions have been working collaboratively to design and build a 
multi-lingual open educational resource bank modular that is flexible to format and the 
facilities to amend and modify open educational resources make viable the production 
of educational materials relevant to the cultural context and heritage of each locality. 
 

Origin of Open Educational Resources 
Open Educational Resources (OER) movement originated from development 

in open and distance learning (ODL), and wider context of a culture of open 
knowledge, free sharing and peer collaboration which emerged in late 20th century 
(Willey 1998). The Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) Open Courseware 
(OCW) project is credited for having sparked a global OER movement after 
announcing in 2001 that it was going to put MIT'S entire course catalog online and 
launching this project in 2002 (Willey 2006). Massachusetts Institute of technology 
(MIT) Open Courseware (OCW) is a web-based publication of virtually all MIT 
course contents. OCW is open and available to the world through OCW. Educators 
improve courses and curricula, making their schools more effective; students find 
additional resources to help them succeed; and independent learners enrich their lives 
and use the content to tackle some of the world’s most difficult challenges, including 
sustainable development, climate change, and cancer eradication (MIT Open Course 
ware n.d). The use of MIT OCW site and materials is subject to creative commons and 
other terms of use.  In essence, in sharing the learning resources, it can be copied, 
distributed and transmitted. Further more in remixing the resource, it can be adapted. 
 

Objectives of Open Education Resources (OER)       
Proponents of open education believe that everyone in the world should have access to 
high quality education experiences and recourses. They work to eliminate barriers to 
this goal. 
Promoting collaboration is central to open education. As the open education 
consortium admits that, sharing is probably the method of sharing knowledge, insights 
and information with others which include new knowledge, skills, ideas it should be 
shared freely to interested individuals not minding one’s level of academic endeavour. 

Cultural Issues in Open Educational Resources in Africa – The Nigerian Experience 
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The individuals or organizations that create OERS which include materials 
like; presentation slides, podcasts. Syllabi, images, lesson plans, lecture videos, maps, 
worksheets and even entire textbooks were some (if not all) of the copyright associated 
with the works, typically via legal tools like creative common license, so that others 
can freely access, reuse, translate and modify them. 
 

Advantages of Using Open Educational Resources (OER) 
The advantage of OER to education include: Applying open licences to 

educational materials allows educators to collaborate when building such materials 
specifically differentiated for their students e.g., mathematics might acquire openly-
licensed work problems for his/her students, but rewrite the exercise to include 
language that is more geographically specific or demographically relevant. This in turn 
will help the teacher/student to share his/her modified problems with others who may 
wish to use same. 

At the same time, collaborating in OER allows educators to work together 
when ensuring consistency among their materials. Public school teachers in other 
countries for instance may wish to share resources they have developed in order to 
adhere to government mandated educational standards, like the common core state 
standards. 
Some educators suggest that OER might help reduce costs associated with producing 
and distributing course materials in both primary and secondary institutions. 

Teachers can download these materials - often at low cost for use in their 
classroom activities. They can also update these materials and share their contributions 
with others; keeping content timely, relevant and accurate. In this way, they need not 
wait for textbooks companies to issue entirely new editions of their (traditionally 
copyright) learning materials. 

Students also benefit from OER when they access these materials to 
supplement the education they might receive in the classroom. Some students do not 
have access to high-quality education, but using OER affords them opportunities to 
enhance their knowledge independently inspite of the barriers preventing them from 
acquiring the knowledge and skills they seek. 
OER is most useful when educators distribute them in open formats, so that teachers 
and students can use these resources regardless of the particular technical platforms 
their schools have adopted. 

Open education consortium as a body is a world-wide community of hundred 
of higher education institutions and associate organization committed to advancing 
open education and its impact on global education which envisions a world where 
everyone everywhere; 
• Has access to education they need to build their future. 
• Instills openness as a feature of education around the world. 
• Allows greatly expanded access to education while providing a shared body of 
knowledge upon which innovative and effective approaches to today's' social problems 
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can be built. 
• Is the voice of open education in all disciplines? 
From the foregoing, it can now be said say that open education encompasses resources, tools 
and practices that employ a framework of open sharing to improve educational access and 
effectiveness world-wide. 
It also combines the traditions of knowledge sharing and creation with 21st century 
technologies to create a vast pool of openly shared educational recourses, while 
harnessing today's collaborative spirit to develop educational approaches that are more 
responsive to learners’ needs. 
Open is key. Open allows not just access, but the ability to modify and use materials, 
information and networks, so education can be personalized to individual users or woven 
together in new ways for large and diverse audiences. 

People can connect with others they ordinarily would not meet to share information 
and ideas. Materials can be translated, mixed together, broken apart and openly shared again 
thus increasing access and allowing new approaches. Anyone can access educational 
materials, scholarly articles and supportive learning communities anytime they want to. 
Hence, education is available, accessible, modified and free. 
 

Culture and Open Educational Resources 
According to Maduewesi Abohol and Okwuedei, (2010) culture is learned 

consciously or unconsciously through various learning processes and methods. It is not 
inherited and the method and process of learning it are many and vary from society to 
society. Culture generally changes with time and place. Its main function is to stabilize 
the society and condition the behaviour of its people. Similarly, the curriculum of 
education also changes to meet up with the cultural changes in the society, in Africa 
and beyond. For instance, the curriculum of the Nigerian educational system has been 
undergoing series of changes from the colonial period to independence in 1960 
through 1969 curriculum conference to date (Fafunwa, 1974). 
Culture in Africa and elsewhere is made up of four elements which include; the 
universal culture, specialized culture, alternative and relative culture (Maduewesi, et 
al, 2010). The relationship between culture and open educational resources in Africa 
can be explained using these elements as tools for creating these resources. 

The universal elements of culture refer to the experiences and practices 
commonly shared by all carriers of that culture such as language, food, greetings, 
dressing, behaviour and to do’s and don’t’s which have similar bearings. There are 
also educational resources and materials that are universally open and used freely from 
culture to culture in Africa. Such universal resources include concrete materials. 

Specialized culture refers to special talents, jobs, trade or professions of 
individuals through which they serve in the society to earn their living. Open 
educational resources are also designed by subject specialist to be used openly for 
instructional purposes. Such resources include audio and audio-visual resources like 
the television and internet. 
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The alternative culture as viewed by Igbo (2003) are the variations that are 
found to exist among cultures and within a single culture while Maduewesi et al (2010) 
observed that there is an alternative to everything.  Educational resources are also 
alternative and peculiar to every subject and topic to be taught in the school 
curriculum.  Using open educational   resources depends on the cultural context and 
nature of that particular society.  This means that resources can be selected and used 
where appropriate during teaching and learning. 
Culture is relative.  Relativism means that the function, meaning,   significance and 
desirability of a cultural trait or practice depends upon its cultural setting.   That is, the 
meaning and importance or function of any particular cultural trait and practice can 
only be understood in relation to the cultural context of that society (Igbo, 2003).  
Educational resources are also relative. Their function, meaning and significance 
depend upon the type and nature of curriculum to be used. Africans' education should 
reflect the culture of Africa. This issue calls for curriculum review to meet the cultural 
needs of each particular society. This clearly manifested in the 1969 curriculum 
conference in Nigeria where all sorts of people were invited for curriculum review 
(Shehu, 1996). 
 

Significance of Open Educational Resource Programme and its Curriculum 
Issues 

In the developed countries like United States; the turn from August into 
September means new pencils, books and backpacks as the nation's students start a 
new school year. In the other parts of the world, students are returning from semester 
breaks or going on with classes as usual and in some cases, with almost no books, let 
alone new ones (Schuttz 2009). This is too often the case in many African schools. 
Teachers face not only a lack of student materials but also a lack of access to teaching 
resources. For years, generous donors have attempted to address this problem by 
supplying schools copies of text books, desk and other equipment. The teaching 
resources and students’ materials are helpful in many ways, but mere declaration 
doesn’t alleviate these problems. For example, in the case of textbooks, the required 
textbooks are mostly outdated. Government cannot afford newer books, so without a 
market, new books don't get written. Sometimes, newer books might exist but in only 
one language and this is a big problem especially when considering the copyright 
restriction on translating a work. The same situation exists for teaching materials as 
well as textbooks. With the introduction of open educational resources, information is 
available across every curriculum for users throughout the Nigerian community. 

Another significance of open educational resources is that, although the 
statement “Everyone has the right to an education” (United Nations, Article t26, 
1948/was enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights just 60 years ago, 
only recently there has been a concerted effort to ensure that all people have the 
opportunity to be educated through the formal curriculum. Education for all (EFA) and 
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the Millenium Development goals (MDG) have both placed emphasis on education 
(UNESCO, 2006 P. 1). 
 
Impact of Open Educational Resources on Curriculum Development and 
Implementation in Nigeria  

One of the issues in improving the quality is by promoting the culture of 
shearing curriculum. The quality of education improves when the curriculum of open 
educational resources are developed and used. This is so because instructors and 
learners then have access to resources that they were unable to access previously as 
these resources were copy right protected and /or costly to obtain. They also have 
access to up-to-date, quality materials required for the developed curriculum and no 
longer have to rely on decades-old books, some of which were donated to Nigerian 
schools by Charity Organizations after the books were no longer relevant for the 
current curriculum in use. 

Curriculum can be implemented effectively by anyone through open 
educational resources. For curriculum implementation purposes, open educational 
resources are of great benefit both to instructors who lack the time to develop quality 
resources and to teachers who lack knowledge of the subject matter as prescribed in 
the curriculum for them to teach. The resources would be extremely helpful to the 
large number of voluntary, in experienced and unqualified teaches in Nigeria. 

Open educational resources can also have an impact on the quality of teaching 
and learning in traditional classes and distance education courses simply by being 
available. The freely available of open educational resources can be used directly in 
class, and their presence exposes teachers to new information and different ways of 
approaching a subject. By "looking over the garden wall”, instructors can reflect on 
what they do and be inspired to change their instructional methods and the content they 
present. They can improve what they are doing by seeing what others are doing. 
 Increasing Access; open educational resources are based on the premise that 
knowledge is created by society and should be shared for the benefit of society. It is 
pertinent that the knowledge so created for the society is based on the needs, 
aspirations and problems of the society which are imbedded in a thing called 
curriculum. This open educational resource makes such knowledge available to help 
people learn and to facilitate lifelong learning. This type of education can befit the 
Nigerian community. 

The curriculum of the Nigerian culture can be served to those who may be 
geographically or financially disadvantaged through open educational resources. 
However, it must be acknowledged that given the current lack of information and 
communication technology (ICT) infrastructure in Nigeria, the disparity between the 
haves and the have-nots may be highlighted. To the have-nots, open educational 
resources may not be open and free. Learners and instructors who want to use digital 
open educational resources need to access a computer and compact disc or the internet 
but they do not have to personally own a computer. They can access both a computer 
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and the internet at a friend's home or at a computer learning/business centre being 
established by community and institutions or at the increasing number of internet 
cases. Although it may be a challenge for some people in Africa to access online, often 
for education resources, the resources are still freely available online and could be 
distributed in print and compact disc formats that are accessible to many. 
 

Conclusion 
The utilization of OER has been of great advantage to educational 

development in this age of technology. The usage of OER has highly enhanced the 
quality of university education in Nigeria. The maximal use of OER has not been 
attained in this part of the world because, despite the level of understanding of the 
usage of OER in developed nations, some undergraduates still have moderate level of 
awareness and usage of OER in Nigeria. 

The developed nations are continuing to gather further momentum in 
developing more OER and to raise the quality of the OER, Nigeria should not only be 
a community that only desires to consume the resources of technology but should 
aspire to contribute to the curriculum development of OER, and also participate in 
enhancing the quality of OER. Although, Africa is facing a lot of challenges in 
accessing the internet to get relevant educational materials, never the less, there is no 
doubt that OER have impacted positively on the quality of education. 
 
Recommendations  
The following recommendations are made after examining the need for open 
educational resources.  
1. The curriculum of OER should be developed to embrace all the educational 
levels in Africa,  
2.  African Governments should make it a policy to connect all the educational 
levels to internet,  
3. African Governments should make the OER facilities accessible to all 
students,  
4.  Lecturers should adequately utilize OER facilities in making learning practical 
and intimate the students with online learning,  
5. There is the need to give adequate orientation to students on the usage of OER 
and to encourage students to make use of OER by attaching their learning activities to 
online resources. 
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